
Buckeye Equestrian Events 
Gypsy Vanner Futurity & Sweepstakes Guidelines 

 
Purpose 
The futurity is a program for mare and stallion owners to promote their breeding stock and resulting offspring. Funds received from a 
stallion service auction and outside sponsorships will be used to create a futurity fund through Buckeye Equestrian Events. All funds 
received (minus 10% for administrative fees [i.e., awards, processing entries, etc.]) will be paid out to futurity participants. Payouts 
can be substantial, depending on the number of stallions nominated, and how robust the bidding is! 
  

Divisions (to show in 2024) % of Total Pot Nomination Fee 
Weanling  30% No fee-must purchase breeding from Stallion Service Auction. 

Breeding report must be submitted by May 1, 2024.   
Divisions (to show in 2023) % of Total Pot Nomination Fee 

Yearling 25%  
$75 by May 1st, $100 by July 1st, $150 after July 1st  2-Year-Old  20% 

3–5-year-Old  15% 
 
General Information 
 
This futurity is open to all GVHS & GHRA registered horses, and you must be a GVHS and/or GHRA member to participate. 
Horses age is determined as of January 1st. Horses will show at the Gypsy Vanner Congress simultaneously with their age group 
(awards and prizes for futurity horses will be awarded separately from congress placings). If horses want to be considered for 
Congress placings, horses will have to pay the Congress class entry fees. If not, no additional fees are required to show in the 
futurity. All classes will be tripled judged using the points system and placed 1st-10th.  
 
Weanling Sweepstakes 
 
Only weanlings who are the result of breeding from a service purchased through the weanling sweepstakes auction will be eligible for 
this division. Stallion owners can nominate their stallions for $100 and an owner may nominate more than one stallion. This 
nomination fee allows the stallion owner one foal from the nominated stallion to be entered into the sweepstakes class at no charge. 
A second breeding will be sold in this auction to an outside buyer, so stallion owners must be willing to accept outside mares. The 
owner of the stallion may purchase the second breeding and have two eligible foals. Submission of a stallion nomination form is a 
contract to pay, and nomination fees are non-refundable. Non-payment will result in being banned from future sweepstakes 
competitions and place the owner in “bad standing” with Buckeye Equestrian Events. In the event of a stallion death or unsoundness 
for breeding, no substitution will be permitted even if death or declared unsoundness occurs before breeding of desired/declared 
mares. If this is the case, funds will be refunded to the stallion owner and winning bidder upon verification of a licensed veterinarian. 



Mares must be GVHS or GHRA registered. Mare owners are responsible for all transportation fees, AI or chute fees, mare care fees, 
or other fees as specific by the stallion owner in their nomination agreements (including vet care, vaccinations, ultrasounds, etc.). It is 
strongly encouraged to have your mare vet checked in foal before leaving the stallion owner’s farm. If the mare ends up open and 
cannot be re-bred in time or loses the resulting foal, there are no refunds of auction fees. A breeding report with mare names should 
be submitted by May 1st of the foaling year for the resulting foals to be eligible to show in the sweepstakes class at the Gypsy Vanner 
Congress. All foals must be registered by the time of the actual show.  
 
 
Bidding Rules 
 
Bids will be accepted on an online “live” auction website with an opening minimum bid of $750. Bid increments will increase by $50. 
Bids will be accepted starting February 6th and close February 10th at approximately 7:00 p.m. eastern time zone. If a bid comes in 
right at the end of the auction, time will extend another 5 minutes allowing an opportunity to raise the bid and will continue just like an 
in person auction. The high bidder and stallion owners will be notified and sent invoices for payment as soon as bids are confirmed. 
Submission of a bid is a contract to pay and all bids must be paid in full by March 1st. Non-payment will result in being banned from 
future sweepstakes competitions and place the bidder in bad standing with Buckeye Equestrian Events and the resulting foal will not 
be eligible for any futurity classes. Payments will be accepted by check, money order and all major credit cards (4% fee). Stallion 
owners will be notified that payment was verified before covering an outside mare. All resulting foals must be registered by GVHS or 
GHRA and meet their breed standard. All sexes may be shown together. There will be no additional entry fee for the sweepstakes 
class, but foals will be required to pay current stall, shavings, and office fees. The class will be scheduled and shown at the Gypsy 
Vanner Congress. Foals must be nominated by the time congress entries are due. The class will be judged as a regular halter class 
by a panel of three qualified judges and the class will be placed 1st-10th. 30% of funds earned by the sweepstakes auction and 
sponsorships acquired for the futurity will be allocated specifically for the weanling division.  
 
Yearlings, Two-Year-Olds, & 3-5 Year Olds 
 
Yearlings through five-year-olds will pay a nomination fee to be eligible to compete in the futurity classes in 2023 (10% of those fees 
will be used to cover administrative costs, the remaining funds will be added to the pot) and the funds received by the sweepstakes 
auction will be split out accordingly to each age division pot. Owners may sustain their horses for its entire futurity eligibility (through 
its 5-year-old year) for $225. 
 
Stallion Incentive Fund 
 
The top three horses in each division sired by a stallion sold in the weanling sweepstakes auction will pay out additional incentive 
funds to the stallion owners that donated a service the year of the show (7.5%-5%-2% across all divisions).  
 



Payout Schedule for All Divisions (%) 

 Placing 
Entries 1 SI 2 SI 3 SI 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

10+ 20 7.5 15 5 10 2.5 10 7.5 7.5 5 5 2.5 2.5 
9 22 7.5 15 5 10 2.5 10 7.5 7.5 5 5 3  
8 25 7.5 15 5 10 2.5 10 7.5 7.5 5 5   
7 25 7.5 15 5 12.5 2.5 10 10 7.5 5    
6 27.5 7.5 17.5 5 12.5 2.5 10 10 7.5     
5 30 7.5 20 5 15 2.5 10 10      
4 33 7.5 23 5 15 2.5 10       
3 42.5 7.5 25.5 5 17 2.5        
2 52.5 7.5 35 5          
1 92.5 7.5            

 
Common Questions 
 
What is an example payout? If a division pays out $10,000 and there are 10 or more entries in the class, the first-place horse would 
receive $2,000 in prize money (this is without nomination fees added into the pot). In that same class the top horse sired by a stallion 
that sold a service through the sweepstakes auction, the owner would be eligible for 7.5% of the pot which would be $750.  
 
Can I nominate my yearling to show this year in the futurity? Yes, you can pay the nomination fee and show in the futurity class at the 
2023 Gypsy Vanner Congress. This applies to all horses a year old and older.  
 
Can I nominate my weanling to show at the futurity? No, the only participants eligible to show in the weanling sweepstakes class in 
2024 is from a resulting breeding from a service purchased through the stallion service auction.  
 
What if a horse gets sold after being nominated or entered into the futurity? So long as the fees were paid by the owner at the time of 
nomination, the horse still will be eligible to compete with its new owners.  
 
As a stallion or mare owner, what will I get out of this? The goal of this program is to recognize the exceptional breeding programs 
here in North America and horses competing at the futurity can be a phenomenal marketing tool to promote your breeding stock.  
 
As a stallion owner who nominates a stallion to the stallion service auction, what do I get out of that? Not only do you automatically 
have an eligible foal that can be shown in the weanling sweepstakes class the following year, but you also will receive incentive 



funds for horses sired by your stallion in any futurity division (the top three in each class will be eligible). This could be substantial if 
many offspring are competing and place.  
 
How will the horses be shown at Congress? All divisions will show as a regular halter class and the top horses from each aged class 
(stallion, mare, gelding) will then compete for top prizes.  
 
How will the classes be placed? A panel of three qualified judges will be used to judge all futurity classes with each contributing an 
equal amount of points (i.e., 10 pts for 1st, 9 points for 2nd, etc.) to be added up and a call judge will be designated ahead of time and 
announced to break any ties. Prizes will be award 1st-10th place.  
 
What if my filly was just born in October 2022, can I still show it as a weanling at the 2023 show? No, because horse birthdates as 
standard in the industry have a universal birthdate as of January 1st making this filly a yearling in the 2023 show year.  
 
Will I be required to provide tax information to the show? Yes, all owners of horses competing at the futurity must submit a W-9 form 
(Request for Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN) and Certification) at the time of nomination so that a proper IRS 1099-MISC form 
can be sent to those who receive $600 or more in prize money after the show per federal regulations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


